A FAMILY OF CHURCHES
REACHING ALL PEOPLES

Rev. Eric Davidson, Associational Missionary
Mrs. Nancy Evans, Administrative Assistant

Telephone: 919-776-9423
Email: Sandycreekassn@windstream.net
Web: www.sandycreekba.com

FAX: 919-776-8490 Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 am.—12:00 pm.
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The SCBA and the Reachout
Crisis Pregnancy Center are,
again, sponsoring a “Right to
Life” Banquet for our churches
and interested individuals in our
community. The Banquet will be
held on Thursday, January 28",
6:30 pm, in the fellowship hall at
Siler City First Baptist Church (314 N 2nd Ave.).

Barbara Flagg, Executive Director of the ReachOut Crisis
Pregnancy Center, will bring an update on the past and cur-
rent ministries of the ROCPC along with possible ministries
to be provided in the future. Leslie Puryear, pastor of Betha-
ny Baptist Church, will speak about the ministry to men pro-
vided by the ROCPC. Attire for this event is business casual.
Please call the Association office 919.776.9423 to let us
know you will be attending, or register online at

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sandy-creeck-bapt-assoc-
reachout-pregnancy-ctr-right-to-life-banquet-tickets-

20065891622 or go to http://www.eventbrite.com

and search for Sandy Creek Baptist Association.

Audio Training for NC Baptist Churches
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Led by Mark Brady,
church audio specialists.
These regional seminars
address the skills that an

Audio Technician needs to
be effective in the local
church.

Class space is LIMITED to
allow for more individual-
1zed instruction. - &

+

Every week thousands of musicians & singers spend
hours practicing for their worship service only to have
that presentation hampered by an audio team that is not

proficient. Want more info? Check out:
http://blog.ncbaptist.org/renewingworship/worshipaudio/
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As we begin a new year,
there are many “resolutions” W
made that involve the use of
our time. Three “truths” about time are: it’s democratic
(we all have the same amount of time), it expires
(unused time is gone forever), and it’s a prized resource
(actually, if you don’t decide how to use yours, some-
one else will decide for you). Each day offers each per-
son exactly 86,400 seconds. It comes down to how we
will spend those “seconds” every day because we can’t
save them for later, nor can we add to them.

Your Associational Missionary is periodically at-
tending classes at
Duke University in
pursuit of a certificate
in  “Nonprofit Man-
agement” to help him
in the administration
of the Association.
Eric recently attended
a class entitled, “Managing Multiple Priorities and
Your Time.” He will be the first to admit he is NOT an
expert in time management. In fact, he is a “recovering
procrastinator”. To add value to the training he re-
ceived, Eric will be sharing what he learned with others
who might be interested in this topic of time.

www.spreadjesus.org

The trainings will be held on
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These trainings are , and

Topics covered will include
“Ten Common Time Management Mistakes”,
“The Priority Matrix”, “The Action Priority Matrix”,
“Decision Matrix Analysis”,
what to do about controllable and uncontrollable time,
how to effectively manage your use of time, effective
scheduling, and more.
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I’m sure many of us share this sentiment — “I can’t be-
lieve it’s 2016!” A new year can bring hope and the pos-
sibilities of new beginnings. I am going to talk about
church revitalization this month, and the possibility of
new beginnings in a church.

Believe it or not, 2016 has arrived and with it a new
theme and focus for the Sandy Creek Baptist Association:
“An Association of the Future: Rooted In Our Heritage
and Growing Toward God’s Design”. My intention is this
will not be just a “slogan”, but the guiding force for all
your Association does to assist our churches in accom-
plishing her God-given commission! Or, said another
way, the SCBA will be engaged in a “reset” to best sup-
port the Kingdom work of the churches that are a part of
the SCBA!

At our Fall Association Semi-Annual Meeting, I intro-
duced the five “pillars” that will drive your Association’s
“church-focused and church-driven vehicle.” In the De-
cember LINK, 1 presented rationale for “An Association
of the Future” from Michael Day who wrote, “This asso-
ciation of the future will not evaluate itself on the basis of
annual meeting attendance or participation in association-
al events, but upon the extent to which it assisted the
churches in the accomplishment of their God-given vi-
sion.” The five “pillars” I will write about in the coming
months will be our best effort to assist our churches in
their Kingdom work. Admittedly, these five “pillars” are
individual in their focus but, at the same time, interrelated
in their effect on the others and in the actions to reverse
their devastating effects on the church.

The first “pillar” your Association will focus on, be-

cause of its importance and need, is :
Most of us know, either through our own experience or
based on research data, estimates of churches that are
plateaued or dying range from 75% to 90% of the total
churches in America. Whatever the percent of churches in
the SCBA that would be included in this category, I doubt
anyone would argue the need exists for a revitalized
church. Rich Frazer, President of Spiritual Overseers Ser-
vice International, has written there’s a great “need for
weary pastors and waning church leaders to team up
around a renewed vision that will direct and align their
energies and resources toward a revitalized church ...
This may well be the remedy for the declining direction
of the church in America.”

Because of the “pillars” interrelatedness, which we
will not ignore, church revitalization is critical to church
planting (which will be discussed next month). I believe
Aubrey Malphurs, in his book Re:VISION, says it well:
“Re-envisioning or revitalization are so essential to our
future because most successful church plants are nurtured
by a strong, vital, supporting established church. The de-
mise of established churches means there are fewer strong
churches to nurture church plants, making planted church-
es less viable. We must place as much emphasis on re-
envisioning our churches as we do planting new ones if
we are to have any hope for the future of the church in

Continued on back page...

ty OT numan Lite dunc ay—
16

All life is a gift from god. We must cherish it.

Happy New Yea./
For You O Lord, are my Hope. Psalm 745
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We enter J anuary 2016 with grateful hearts and praise to God
our Savior for that which He has done for us and through us
in 2015. We praise Him for every ministry opportunity He
provided last year. That would be 496 client interactions by
tests, ultrasounds, parenting classes, bible studies, life skills
classes, emergency needs. Our hearts are full!
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It is with great expectation we at Reach Out greet this New
Year. We enter January running as it brings with it Sanctity
of Human Life Sunday. It is traditionally observed on the 3rd
Sunday in January, but can, be marked any Sunday in the
month. 2016 brings the 43™ anniversary of the tragic land-
mark decision (Roe vs. Wade), to legalize abortion in our
country. It is sobering and saddening. Yet, in this dark fact,
weat . " 1 and other Pregnancy Resource / Crisis Preg-
nancy Centers across the nation hold out ,
and "* + to those con51der1ng abortion as well as those who
have made that decision in the past. Your prayers, financial
support and item donations make the difference between
darkness and light, death and life!
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January also brings with it two additional blessings for us!
We are excited about moving into our additional room in
Sanford; the needed space will offer / 3 for tests,
ultrasound and counsel and allow ample space for our grow-
ing Parenting Classes and Baby Boutique.
Sandy Creek Baptist Association has generously offered to
host a banquet for Reach Out again this year! It will be held
at the First Baptist Church in Siler C1ty on Thursday, January
28" We look forward to an evening of encouragement and
fellowship with you. Please Plan to Attend!

Is.
We are still in need of a new or gently used crib. (Please call
about any used crib first — it must meet specific criteria or it
can be a liability for the ministry, [ know... it’s crazy)!
New Infant Winter Coats — girls NB-6months

In His Service, Barbara Flagg
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507 N. Steele St. Rm 306 Monday—Thursday: 10am - 3pm
Sanford, NC 27330 4% 0 (919)777-0236
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Appointments Only

1565 Gulf Road. .
Gulf Road, reachoutcpc@embargmail.com

Gulf, NC (919) 898-2923




SCBA WMU God has blessed us with another year to be about
our Father’s business. New Year’s Resolutions will be made, but
most will be broken before the week’s end. God doesn’t make
resolutions, He makes promises He has and will continue to keep.
A promise is only as good as the ability of the promise-maker to
keep it. God’s promises are reality fulfilled or yet to be. As
Christians we rejoice “for all the promises of God in Him are Yes,
and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Cor. 1:20,
NKJ).

The past year has been busy, and 2016 promises to be no less
hectic. Mark your calendars and save these dates: January 28,
“Right To Life” Banquet (details elsewhere in this newsletter);
April 23, tentative date for the annual meeting (need a host
church); April 1-3, WMU NC Missions Extravaganza at Ridge-
crest (www.wmunc.org) ; May 6 — 7, Deaf Women’s Retreat at Car-
away (mharding@wmunc.org); August 20 — 21, Military Wives Re-
treat, Camp Mundo Vista (CMV), (mharding@wmunc.org); October
1, PTSD Seminar, CMV (more information later); and October 8 —
15, Women Build, a project of WMU NC in partnership with Hab-
itat for Humanity of Wake County (866-210-8602, ext. 209). Alt-
hough many of these opportunities are months away, now is the
time to gather information and make plans.

Jesus is the revelation and fulfillment of God’s promises;
through Him we are able to claim God’s promises. Millions have
not heard and, therefore, cannot claim these promises. As
“ambassadors for Christ” let’s share the gospel with all we meet
so that they too may rejoice in the promises of God through Jesus
Christ (2 Cor. 5: 18 — 21, NKJ).

“And this I pray that your love may abound still more and
more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may be sincere
and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the
fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to the glory and
praise of God” (Phil. 1: 9 — 11, NKJ).

WMU Director: Susan Ferguson, (919)742-4993
fergusonst@earthlink.net

Antioch $ N ) 500.00
Bear Creek $ - |8 100.00
Bennett $ - |$ 1,000.00
Bethany $ - |8 800.00
Bonlee $ - 0% 1,000.00
Brookdale $ - |$ 1,475.00
Brush Creek $ - 0% 1,703.69
ICentro Familiar Cristiano $ - |$ 400.00
Cool Springs $ N ) 1,125.00
ICornerstone $ - |$ -
ICumnock $ 125.00 |$ 1,375.00
East Sanford $ 465.71 |$ 5,301.14
Emmaus $ - |$ 8,800.00
Fall Creek $ 350.00 |$ 3,850.00
Fellowship $ 150.00 ($ 1,850.00
Flat Springs $ - |8 3,153.00
Filipino American $ - |$ 200.00
Goldston $ 496.00 |$ 1,984.00
Good News $ 100.00 |$ 1,100.00
Gum Springs $ - |$ 1,875.00
Hickory Grove $ - 0% 2,005.00
Hickory Mountain $ 450.00 ($ 850.00
Hunt Springs $ 231.50 |$ 2,162.88
LJonesboro Heights $ - |$ 5,278.92
Loy $ - |8 2,600.00
Luniper Springs $ - |8 3,550.00
Kingdom Builders of Christ $ - |8 -
Loves Creek $ 320.00 |$ 3,200.00
Mays Chapel $ - |$ 840.00
Moncure $ 487.14 |$ 2,686.93
Moons Chapel $ - |$ 767.96
Mount Olive $ - |$ 10,000.00
New Life Praise $ 50.00 [$ 550.00
New Life Hispanic Mission $ - |$ -
New Salem $ - |$ 500.00
Oakley $ - |8 7,370.57
Pittsboro Baptist $ 556.08 |$ 5,942.17
Pleasant Hill $ - |$ 456.44
Primera Iglesia Bautista $ - |8 100.00
Rives Chapel $ - |$ 250.00
Roca Fuerte $ - |$ -
Rock Springs $ 291.14 |$ 919.73
Rocky River $ 911.87 |$ 10,254.75
Sandy Branch $ 1,015.19 ($ 12,695.63
Sanford, First $ - |$ 9,000.00
Shepherd's Flock $ 138.00 |$ 1,5649.27
Siler City First $ - 0% 3,750.00
[Tramway $ 1,093.27 [$ 5,235.09
Tyson Creek $ - |8 2,500.00
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Expenses This Month $ 13,674.10
Expenses To Date $ 155,454.39
Budget Requirements Per Month (g 14,528.25
Budget Requirements To Date $ 159,810.75
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Capital Bank - Checking $ 71,461.82
Capital Bank - Restricted $ 50,747.91
Capital Bank - CD (to Checking) E
BUDGET 2015 $ 174,339.00

DEACON / LEADER SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP
EQUIPPING TRACKS FOR 2016

Throughout 2016, your Association will provide
training for deacons and other church leaders. We be-
gan this training in November with Ken Tan, Leader-
ship Development Senior Consultant with the Baptist
State Convention of NC, leading the first session. Each
session will be independent from the others which will
allow greater flexibility for those desiring to be a part
of these spiritual leadership equipping tracks. Eric Da-
vidson will be facilitating each future session.

The next spiritual leadership equipping track will be
held on Thursday, February 18" from 6:30 pm until
8:30 pm, and is entitled “** - ( . The loca-
tion is still to be determined.
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and the topic discussed, are as follows:
Thursday, May 26™, 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm

“+/ (1]

Thursday, September 22™, 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm
“$ 0 - / 2
Thursday, November 17", 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm
6‘1 2




Continued from page 2.

America.” I have always said it is not either/or but both/
and when it comes to church revitalization and church
planting as we look toward God’s design for the future!

Rick Wheeler, the Associational Missionary for the
Jacksonville (FL) Baptist Association, advocates for a
“shift” from “church neglect to church renewal.” He
says the need for church renewal springs from the fact,
“in many cases, the community has transitioned around
a church while the church failed to make the necessary
adjustments to maintain their capacity to reach their own
community.” He reminds us, also, church renewal “is
one of the most difficult leadership challenges on the
planet.” Despite the difficulty, Wheeler writes, church
renewal “is also an opportunity for new life. A new
chapter can begin....” because “Jesus is the church
builder” and “Jesus is the church revitalizer.”

I ask you these simple questions: What brings glory
to God about a plateaued or dying church? Nothing!
What brings glory to God about a revitalized church?
Everything!

Obviously, there is much more that I could say about
the need for church revitalization, but I want to share
with you some of the initial ways your Association will
support her churches that desire to be revitalized.

We will be creating a church revitalization team con-
sisting of pastors and laypersons who have expertise in
this area and a passion to see churches revitalized. This
team will discuss various ways your Association can
provide help to our churches, including making them-
selves available for consultation free of charge to our
churches.

On October 16-18 the SCBA, in partnership with Mt.
Olive Baptist Church, will offer a “Church Revitaliza-
tion Conference” featuring Chuck Lawless. Dr. Lawless
is a professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary and has written about church revitalization. We
hope, also, to be able to offer a meal for pastors and
church leaders to interact with, and ask questions of, Dr.
Lawless in an informal and casual setting.

Another “pillar” for the SCBA is developing leaders
and this, too, will aid in church revitalization. There will
be on-going opportunities for pastors and church leaders
to attend spiritual leadership equipping tracks. These
training opportunities are presented elsewhere in this
issue of the LINK.

We will share additional opportunities related to
church revitalization as they become available. In the
meantime, | am excited about the possibility of the fu-
ture health and growth of revitalized churches in our As-
sociation that were previously plateaued or dying!

I continue to believe the best days of the SCBA, and
our churches, are in our future! Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to be a part of God’s design for our future!

2
Eric

The “War Room” movie will be shown
od at Fellowship Baptist Church in Siler

il City, January 1, 2016, beginning at
6:30pm. You are welcome to join us in
attending this movie event.

4 - , Sanford, is looking for a part
time Youth/Chlldren s Pastor. We are located at 2398 Wick-
er Street. We are growing and are a mission minded church
sharing the Gospel of Jesus. We have approximately 100
people in our worship service. The salary is $300 a week.
Please send your resumes to pastorroger@newlifepraise.org.
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1 [New Year’s Day—SCBA office closed

13 10:00am [Missions Development Team Mtg. at SCBA office

21 10-12pm [Time Management Training at SCBA office

25 Executive Council Team Mtg.
28 6:300pm |Reach Out Crisis Pregnancy Banquet at S.C. First
" H — , 3 -
2 2:30-4:30 |SCBA Secretary Sisterhood Mtg. at Brush Creek
4 10-12pm [Time Management Training at Loves Creek
5-6 IAudio Training for Churches Jonesboro Heights

10 10:00am [Missions Development Team Mtg. at Sandy Branch

18 6:30 pm |Lead Like Jesus Training

29 Disciple Conference at Lawndale Baptist, Greensboro




