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January 2025 

Important Dates: 
 
Jan. 1st: New 
Year’s Day 
 
Jan 7th: Pastors’ 
Roundtable  
 
Jan 13: Admin 
Team Meeting Mt. 
Olive Baptist 
6:30pm 
 
Jan 21st: Pastors’ 
Prayer Gathering 
 
Jan. 24th: Pastors 
and Wives Gather-
ing-6:00 pm - Gigi’s 
Creations 
 
Jan. 28: Hope’s 
Pathway Chatham 
Open House-Time 
TBD 
 
Jan. 31: Youth 
Leaders Apprecia-
tion Dinner -
Jonesboro Heights 
5:30-7:30pm   

Until the Whole World Hears 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 
43:19, NKJV) 
New Opportunities 
 In a Publishers Weekly interview, Max Lucado said, “When January 
comes along, we can continue that sense of comfort and warmth that 
comes at Christmas by returning to the Christmas story, which gives us 
two great promises: God understands you, and God can redeem you. I en-
courage people to make it a point to reread the Christmas story every 
month and allow Christmas to be Christmas every month. We need to keep 
coming back to it.” 
 Return to the Christmas accounts in scripture often, and keep the 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of Christmas present year-round. 
 But as we maneuver through the Christmas season and approach the 
New Year, let us remember that the object of a new year is not that we 
should just have a new year, but that we should have new opportunities. As 
we look forward to 2025 and all that it has in store for us, let us focus on 
the opportunities to draw closer to God and to be used by Him.  
 Each year I return to Isaiah 43 and reread that passage, much as Max 
Lucado suggested we do with the Christmas accounts (I try not to use the 
word “story” relating to the Bible, it gives the wrong impression of the 
content of scripture). I am reminded in the verses prior to Isaiah 43:19 to 
look back and remember what God has done. And then, there in verse 18, 
He tells us to “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of 
old.” After reminding the children of Israel of all that He had done, He 
now says, “forget about that” and (verse 19) “watch what I am about to 
do.” I try to watch for those “new things.” 
 At Sandy Creek Baptist Association God is about to do some new 
and exciting things. We welcome our new Associational Missionary, Rev. 
Jason Golden. We look forward to what God is going to do in 2025 and 
beyond. 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! and thanks for letting me be a 
part of what God has been doing in your church throughout this past year. 
God bless and guide you throughout 2025 and beyond. 



  
SCBA WMU:   

SCBA WMU:  January 1 is the first of 365 days with opportuni-
ties and blessings waiting to be embraced.  Lest we forget, 
many enter 2025 with burdens that cannot be left behind---a 
cancer diagnosis, loss of a loved one, no job, or any number 
of other difficulties.  Those who enter with Christ in their 
hearts enter with hope, peace, and eternal security far out-
weighing any other thing,  for those “who dwell in the secret 
place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty” (Ps. 91:1-10). 
     Mark your calendars for upcoming events: Mission Friends 
Touch and Feel Missions Day, 01/25 at Burgaw Baptist 
Church, Burgaw; next Zoom Leadership Luncheon, 02/19; 
Baptist Nursing Fellowship Annual Meeting, 03/17 at Cara-
way; and Choose Joy! IGNITE Missions Conference, 04/25-26 
at Trinity Baptist Church, Raleigh. 
     Children’s Missions resources are available for the 2024-25 
theme: Loved So Much.  These include a free 4-week chil-
dren’s study of the Great Commission: Intro To Children’s 
Missions Discipleship.  Check out the above events and find 
these resources at www.wmunc.org. 
     Focus on WMU Sunday is February 16.  National WMU, 
founded in 1888, is the largest Protestant missions organiza-
tion for women in the world.  Lottie Moon, SB missionary to 
China for 39 years, and Annie Armstrong, first corresponding 
secretary of the WMU, were instrumental in the formation of 
WMU.* 
     Fannie Heck and Sally Bailey-Jones founded WMU NC to-
ward the end of the nineteenth century in Raleigh.  Both be-
gan their ministry working with children in economically de-
pressed locations.  Fannie was chosen chairwoman of the 
Women’s Central Committee, forerunner of WMU NC, and 
served as WMU NC President until her passing in 1915.*  To-
gether these young women “caught the vision of what God 
was wanting to do through [WMU] – to teach…, pray for…, 
do…, and support missions” (from Sallie Bailey-Jones’ obitu-
ary).   In the present, WMU NC continues striving to fulfill this 
vision. 
     National WMU and WMU NC rest upon a foundation that 
was laid on a solid Rock with “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).  
The women named here are but a few of those who have 
gone before us as “living sacrifices” in “reasonable ser-
vice” (Rom. 12: 1-2).  Will those who come behind us find us 
one of the many “living stones” that are a part of that foun-
dation?  I pray they will; further, I pray they will become a 
part of this very foundation and instrumental in spreading 
the gospel to every land and tribe under the sun. 
     Echoing the words of A.B. Simpson: “May God so fill us 
today with the divine heart of Christ that we may glow with 
the divine fire of holly desire.”  Amen. 
*Information found on various WMU websites. 

Director:  Susan T. Ferguson, 
 fergusonst@earthlink.net, or (919) 548-0115 

CHURCHES November YTD 

Antioch   $                     -     $             250.00  

Bear Creek  $                     -     $          1,500.00  

Bennett  $                     -     $          5,000.00  

Bethany  $                     -     $          1,000.00  

Bonlee  $                     -     $          1,500.00  

Brookdale  $                     -     $          2,800.00  

Brush Creek   $                     -     $          1,310.50  

Centro Familiar Cristiano  $                     -     $             600.00  

Cool Springs  $                     -     $       13,310.00  

CoolWater Cowboy   $           318.47   $          2,624.50  

Cornerstone  $                     -     $          1,000.00  

Cumnock   $           208.33   $          2,291.63  

East Sanford   $           306.44   $          1,979.61  

Emmaus  $                     -     $       10,000.00  

Fall Creek  $                     -     $          2,100.00  

Fellowship   $           200.00   $          2,200.00  

Flat Springs   $                     -     $          3,525.00  

Filipino American   $                     -     $             300.00  

Goldston  $                     -     $          2,386.44  

Good News   $           300.00   $          3,000.00  

Gum Springs  $                     -     $          1,875.00  

Hickory Grove  $                     -     $          4,531.55  

Hickory Mountain  $                     -     $             600.00  

Hunt Springs  $           100.00   $          1,100.00  

Iglesia Bautista Emaus  $              57.42   $             630.90  

Jonesboro Heights  $                     -     $          9,345.20  

Joy   $           875.00   $          3,500.00  

Juniper Springs  $        1,250.00   $          5,000.00  

Loves Creek   $              83.33   $             916.63  

Mays Chapel  $                     -     $             840.00  

Moncure   $                     -     $          2,600.79  

Moons Chapel   $                     -     $          1,200.00  

Mount Olive  $           500.00   $          5,500.00  

New Life Bible Church  $              50.00   $             550.00  

New Salem  $                     -     $             700.00  

Oakley   $                     -     $          7,706.31  

Pittsboro Baptist   $        1,986.06   $       19,984.60  

Pleasant Hill   $                     -     $             600.00  

Rives Chapel  $                     -     $          1,000.00  

Roca Fuerte   $                     -     $                      -    

Rock Springs  $                     -     $                      -    

Rocky River   $           371.15   $          5,615.38  

Sandy Branch   $        1,000.00   $          1,000.00  

Sanford, First   $                     -     $       12,500.00  

Shepherd's Baptist   $              86.70   $          1,320.42  

Siler City First   $           208.33   $          2,499.96  

Tramway   $           150.00   $          1,650.00  

Tyson Creek   $           100.00   $          1,633.34  

TOTAL CHURCH INCOME  $        8,151.23   $     153,077.76  

OTHER INCOME    $                     -     $                      -    

INTEREST INCOME  $              35.76   $             537.18  

TOTAL RECEIPTS  $        8,186.99   $     153,614.94  

Expenses This Month  $        7,781.03    

Expenses To Date  $      55,117.21    

Budget Requirements Per Month  $      11,690.00    

Budget Requirements To Date  $   128,590.00    

SCBA FUNDS 11.30.2024   

General Checking Account  $   228,790.72    

Designated Fund  $   114,830.72   Interest on CP  

Certificate of Participation (8 
Months)  $   213,012.65   $             886.76  

BUDGET 2024  $   140,280.00    

http://www.wmunc.org
mailto:fergusonst@earthlink.net


 
GETTING RID OF VBS  

MATERIALS? 
 
If your church has left-over VBS ma-
terials that you will not be needing, 
please email the Sandy Creek Associ-
ation office at  
sandycreekassoc@gmail.com. A 
church in our association has ex-
pressed interest in using them next 
year. Thank you.  

 
Pastors and Wives 

Dinner 
 

Friday, January 24th  
6:00 pm - 8pm 

Gigi’s Creations 
(143 Charlotte Ave., Sanford) 

 
Please come and join us for an even-
ing of wonderful fellowship, delicious 
food and lots of fun. Please RSVP 
NO LATER THAN MONDAY JAN. 6th. 
Email sandycreekassoc@gmail.com   

 
PASTORS SEND INFO 

To sandycreekassoc@gmail.com with 
you and your spouse’s birthday,  

anniversary, and the date you started at 
your church.  

 
Pastor Birthdays: 

January 8 
John Hackney-Rives Chapel 

 
Church Anniversaries 

January 1 
Robbie and Annette Gibson - 

East Sanford 
Brian and April Charland- 

Jonesboro Heights 
 

Dear Members of the Sandy 
Creek Baptist Association, 
 
Thank you for your support 
and prayers for our ministry 
over the past few weeks. As 
2024 comes to an end, we 
are overwhelmed with emo-

tion as we reflect on God's goodness to us this past 
year. We look forward with excitement to what God 
has planned for Hope's Pathway Chatham in 2025. 
We plan to open our doors at 107 E. 2nd Street, Siler 
City to clients in February. Please continue to pray 
for our ministry, specifically for the following: 
1) Future clients of Hope's Pathway Chatham 
2) God's hand of protection on the ministry 
3) Wisdom for the Board of Directors 
4) How the Lord would have you and/or your church 
partner with Hope's Pathway Chatham 
We would love to keep you updated on what God is 
doing at Hope's Pathway Chatham. If you have not 
already done so, please subscribe to our mailing list 
by clicking the link below: 
https://hopespathway.us22.list-manage.com/
subscribe?
u=e851f017cb36e4b37ad2cbecf&id=9e00391e75 
Click on the link below to view our Amazon Wish 
List of current furniture needs for the ministry: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/1NVOQSYK1A16O?ref_=wl_share 
With Gratitude, 
  
April Harris 
Executive Director 
Hope's Pathway Chatham 

mailto:sandycreekassoc@gmail.com
https://hopespathway.us22.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e851f017cb36e4b37ad2cbecf&id=9e00391e75
https://hopespathway.us22.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e851f017cb36e4b37ad2cbecf&id=9e00391e75
https://hopespathway.us22.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e851f017cb36e4b37ad2cbecf&id=9e00391e75
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1NVOQSYK1A16O?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1NVOQSYK1A16O?ref_=wl_share


Rives Chapel Baptist Church 
is searching for a Full Time Pastor. 

Please send a Letter of Interest and Resume to: 
 

Rives Chapel Baptist Church 
4338 Rives Chapel Church Road 

Siler City, NC 27344 
riveschapelchurch@gmail.com 

 

  

“The One who calls you is 
faithful and He will do it.”  
1 Thes. 5:24 
 

Happy New Year! As we 
begin 2025 it is a good time 

to remember God has called you to a ministry. 
It may look different than your spouse or friend 
or family member. It may look different this 
year than it did last year, but you are called to 
do the work He has given you to do and the 
great part is, He will give you all you need to 
accomplish it! He is faithful! 
 

Needs: Car seats 5-40lbs, all items new and 
gently used for baby. 
 
Follow us on Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/reachoutcpc 
Prayerfully consider giving to Reach Out Preg-
nancy Center today!  
 
Online giving opportunities: 
 https://www.walmart.com/registry/
BR/5b12b43e-f05e-4fc7-875a-
f363c6c62b4d 
 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/1KKK8XD90F5Y6?ref_=wl_share 
 
In ministry for LIFE, 
Dianna Andrews  
Executive Director 
315 N. Horner Blvd. Sanford, NC 27330 
 
 

The deadline for articles and / or event fliers to be 
turned in to the office, for THE LINK Newsletter is the 
15th of each month prior to the published month. 

Hickory Mountain Baptist Church is searching for 
someone to lead, organize and develop the musi-
cal aspects of worship in a traditional or blended 
style of worship music.  We are a small, rural 
church seeking revitalization in the Silk Hope com-
munity.  Please send resumes to:  
car2brazil@gmail.com 

Jubilee Associational Choir 
 

Meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Cool 
Springs Baptist Choir Room. Must be 50 

or older and love the Lord.  
 

Please contact Jack Childress for more 
information. (919) 770-3204 

Moncure Baptist Church 

Needed:  Drummer(s) and a bass guitarist 
for Sunday morning worship at Moncure 
Baptist Church.  Our service starts at 10:30 
and lasts about an hour.  Practice for the 
worship team is usually at 8:00 am before 
services.  If you are a drummer or a bass 
player and are willing to play with our wor-
ship team, please contact either John How-
ard at jhoward48@charter.net or Steve Gar-
rett at msggarett@yahoo.com. 

Attention Churches: 
If your church has recently done 
mission work or an event, either 
local or out of town, please email 

us at sandycreekassoc@gmail.com 
with pictures, highlights, and 

prayer needs for that area. We 
would love to highlight the  

Missions work of the churches in 
our association.  

mailto:riveschapel@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/reachoutcpc
https://www.facebook.com/reachoutcpc
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https://www.walmart.com/registry/BR/5b12b43e-f05e-4fc7-875a-f363c6c62b4d
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1KKK8XD90F5Y6?ref_=wl_share
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Please visit www.ncbaptist.org/acp to 
complete the Annual Church Profile.   
 
 January 30th is the deadline for the 

completion of the ACP online. 
 
 If you are requesting a paper copy 

and information entry by SCBA, 
please complete and return the form 
to the SCBA office by Jan. 10th.  

 
Please call the office at (919) 776-9423 
or email sandycreekassoc@gmail.com if 
you have any questions.  

 Flat Springs Seeks a Full-Time Senior Pastor 
Search window is open through January 31, 2025 

Flat Springs Baptist Church in Sanford, North Carolina is seeking the full-time senior pastor that the Lord 
has prepared to lead our congregation. We are seeking an ordained minister with an advanced degree and 
experience.  Founded in 1905 and operating under the Baptist Faith and Message, 1963, the church is locat-
ed in a rural and growing community located between Raleigh and Southern Pines.  Flat Springs seeks to 
effectively carry out the Great Commission under the leadership of an experienced minister demonstrating 
the following qualities. 

Has a strong commitment to teaching and preaching the Bible and is rock solid on the gospel and biblical 
truths 

Presents the gospel as a servant with the love of Christ both inside the walls of the church and in the 
neighborhood through visits to hospitals, nursing homes and with the homebound 

Has a strong prayer life and helps others develop their personal spiritual life 
Serves the local community and is a compassionate, caring person, sensitive to other’s needs and en-

gaged with the challenges of this world through the support of  outreach missions 
Is a shepherd of the congregation, setting an example for others and building a sense of fellowship 

among the people of the church 
Maintains strong moral character, maintains confidentiality, and seeks to resolve conflict effectively 
Embraces the role as spiritual leader of the church and the associated responsibilities 

Flat Springs offers a competitive compensation and benefits package.  We are currently accepting resumes and 
letters of interest through January 31, 2025. 
Applicants please reach out to the pastor search team with inquiries and attachments using this email address, 
pastorsearchfsbc01@gmail.com.    

Brethren, I do not count my-
self to have apprehended; but 

one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind 
and reaching forward to those 
things which are ahead, I press 
toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 3:13-14 

http://www.ncbaptist.org/acp
mailto:pastorsearchfsbc01@gmail.com


April 2025 Hope for Appalachia 
 
Beginning in January, Emmaus Baptist Church will begin handing out Hope Bags to be 
filled for our upcoming trip in April to Kentucky.  There are 1200 bags needing to be filled. 
A supply list is included in each bag and will consist of school supplies and hygiene items. 
Each child we meet will hear the Gospel and receive a bag.  The Sandy Creek Baptist As-
sociation of churches has been an important part in making this annual trip a success, and 
we want to say "Thank you!"  If your church is interested in helping again this year, reach 
out to Pastor Steve Moore (emmauspreach@emmausnc.net) or, 
Associate Pastor John Hill (emmausap@emmausnc.net), or call the church at 919-542-
4974, and let us know how many bags your church would like to fill.  Thank you all again 
for your participation in this ministry. The Hope Bags will be due back in no later than 
Sunday, March 23rd.  

mailto:emmauspreach@emmausnc.net
mailto:emmausap@emmausnc.net
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