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To the Churches of the Sandy Creek Baptist Association,   
 
I thank God for bringing our family to this family of churches when He brought us to pastor Fellowship Baptist Church, Siler City, over 
12 years ago. Now God has guided and transitioned us to the role of Associational Missionary, and I and my family feel blessed and 
thankful to be part of what God desires to do here in Chatham and Lee counties through His Church, we each assembled locally, with 
Christ as our Head.   
Paul speaks of Christ as the Head of the church in Ephesians 4. In this text he also speaks of unity.   
Ephesians 4:1-6  “1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with 
all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” (NKJV)  
God’s Spirit unites us into the one body of Christ, wherein we share the same hope, the same Lord, and faith, and baptism, and one God 
our Almighty Father. This “unity of the Spirit” is purposed by the Father, accomplished by the Son, and applied by the Holy Spirit. Yet 
the experience of our mutual unity is something that we must “endeavor to keep” (v. 3). Verses 1 and 2 indicate that worthy, lowly, gen-
tle, longsuffering, forbearing, loving living is the path we must walk together to guard our unity.   
Mutual growth in accord with the word of God is also part of this unity, for Paul goes on to speak of the equipping gifts God gives to the 
church:   
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness 
of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, 
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  
Every Christian following the Truth, and on board in Christ’s body, each doing our part is what makes the body mature and grow. Jesus 
gave gifts, enabling equipping of the saints to do the work of church ministry, for the edifying of the church, the body of Christ “till we 
all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ…” (vs. 13) where doctrine is firm, deceitfulness is foiled, and truth prevails to the mutual growth of Christ’s body, as we all 
together do our part and follow the word of God as truth.  
Such is the mutual aim of Associational ministry – Our mutual aim is our mutual maturing as we operate together on God’s mission. We 
all want our churches, and our lives to thrive – and to thrive for Christ and His cause.   
So together “endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” let us humbly, patiently, and lovingly walk worthy of our 
Lord, each doing our part to help further the Gospel of Christ, and spiritually grow ourselves, and our individual churches. Let the Bible 
be our guide, the Gospel of Christ our message, Spirit our strength and enabling power, and God’s will and glory our aim. Let us togeth-
er grow in maturity in Christ, to the glory of God our Father.   
 
So, avail yourselves of the many opportunities available to work together toward mutual edification in the varying works of the ministry 
to the glory of God.  

• You’ll find a great way to get the gospel out through Appalachian Hope Bags – 1,900 blessing bags, with Bibles, go with the Gos-
pel to 1,900 children in Kentucky. Be part of sending the Gospel!  

 

• Send your Pastor, and others, to the NC Baptist Disciple-Making Conference, Feb. 25. See more at https://ncbaptist.org/
events/2025-disciple-making-conference/   

 

• Attend the SCBA sponsored Juniper Tree Bible Conference that’s geared for every believer to be blessed, Feb. 6-8 at Hickory 
Mountain Baptist Church.   

 

• Emphasize Evangelism this first quarter of the year, and make hopeful plans to hold a baptism just after Resurrection Sunday! “Fill 
the tank” baptism emphasis is April 27. ncbaptist.org/fill-the-tank-nc/   

 
Blessings to you all,  

Jason Golden, Associational Missionary, Sandy Creek Baptist Association 

https://ncbaptist.org/events/2025-disciple-making-conference/
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Important Dates: 
 
Jan. 31: Youth Leaders Appreciation Din-
ner -Jonesboro Heights 
5:30-7:30pm   
 
Feb.4: Pastor’s Roundtable Table SCBA 
Office, 10:30am 
 
Feb.4: Hope’s Pathway Chatham Opening 
Day 
 
Feb8-10: Juniper Tree Conference, Hickory 
Mt., Thurs.7pm, Fri. 10am,7pm, Sat.10am 
Lunch served Fri. and Sat. 
 
Feb. 11: Food Distribution, Bennet Baptist, 
10am-12pm 
 
Feb.14:  
Valentine’s Day 
 
Feb.15: Youth Winter Conference,  
Pittsboro Baptist, 10am-7:30pm 
 
Feb.18: Pastor’s Roundtable  
at SCBA Offices, 10:30am 
 
Feb. 22: Journaling Disciples Workshop 
with Lauren Rayfield at Hickory Mountain,  
10am-3pm 
 
Feb.25: Discipleship Making Conference, 
The Summit Church, Raleigh, 9am 

It is Well with my Soul 

Horatio Gates Spafford, 1873 

1 When peace like a river attendeth 
my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll; 
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me 
to say, 
"It is well, it is well with my soul." 

It is well with my soul; 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though 
trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control: 
that Christ has regarded my helpless 
estate, 
and has shed his own blood for my 
soul.  

It is well with my soul; 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

3 My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought! 
my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no 
more; 
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O 
my soul! 

It is well with my soul; 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

4 O Lord, haste the day when my 
faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
the trump shall resound and the Lord 
shall descend; 
even so, it is well with my soul.  
 
“It might NOT be well with my body 
or my physical circumstances, but it 
can be well with my soul thanks to 
Jesus.” 



 

 SCBA WMU:  With one month of 2025 in the history 

book, we must continue “[enduring] hardship as a good sol-
dier of Jesus Christ.  [Remembering that] no one engaged in 
warfare entangles himself…[so] that he may please him who 
enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Tim. 2:3-4).  Will those around 
us find us taking care of our Father’s business (Luke 2:49-
52)?  I pray it be so. 
     February 14 is the 30th anniversary of the establishment 
of the WMU Foundation which provides financial support for 
the myriad ministries of WMU.  The 30th anniversary will 
launch the Mission Matters Most effort in commemoration 
of the beginning of national WMU in 1888 and in honor of 
those women in whose footsteps we follow.   
     This is an opportunity to financially support missions in 
the years ahead, enabling WMU to continue preparing those 
who will serve in the business of our Father. “This year, …the 
dual anniversaries of WMU Foundation and national WMU 
[remind us] of the… legacy of faith, dedication, and service 
both organizations represent.”  (Peggy Darby, President, 
WMU Foundation.)  To support WMU’s continuing missions’ 
effort, visit www.wmu.com. 
     Focus on WMU Sunday is February 16; a free promo kit is 
available for downloading at above noted site to assist in 
planning.  These words of Annie Armstrong recorded in the 
1903 Annual Report remain pertinent today: “...Let us ‘Go 
forward’ into the new year with faith… courage… with hopes 
high because we are a part of that plan which shall… usher in 
the kingdom of our Lord.” 
     The next Zoom leadership luncheon is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 19 at 11 AM (EST).  The topic is “Longevity in Ministry” 
presented by speaker Julie Busler.  Contact Amanda Martin-
sen at amartinsen@wmunc.org for information. 
     The annual Week of Prayer for NAM and the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering ® (AAEO) is March 2-9.  This year’s 
theme, “Step into the Story”, is based on 3 John 1:7-8.  The 
AAEO national goal for 2025 is $78 million.  Resources are 
available at www.anniearmstrong.com. 
     I am reminded of a favorite passage in the OT, Joshua 3, 
where Israel’s crossing of the Jordan is recorded.  God gave 
specific instructions for this journey.  Verse 13 records His 
instructions to the priests saying, “as soon as the feet of the 
priests…shall rest in the waters of the Jordan…the waters…
shall stand as a heap.”  When their feet “dipped in the edge 
of the water [which was at flood stage] …the waters…stood 
still and rose in a heap…and the people crossed over” (vs. 15-
17).  This passage seems to beg the question Am I/Are we 
willing to get my/our feet wet and see the power of God 
manifested in our lives and in the lives of those around us?  
Again, I pray it be so as we “Go forward into” 2025. 
 
Director: Susan T. Ferguson, fergusonst@earthlink.net, or 
919-548-0115. 
 

CHURCHES December YTD 

Antioch   $                     -     $             250.00  

Bear Creek  $                     -     $          1,500.00  

Bennett  $                     -     $          5,000.00  

Bethany  $           250.00   $          1,250.00  

Bonlee  $                     -     $          1,500.00  

Brookdale  $                     -     $          2,800.00  

Brush Creek   $           704.75   $          2,015.25  

Centro Familiar Cristiano  $        1,400.00   $          2,000.00  

Cool Springs  $                     -     $       13,310.00  

CoolWater Cowboy   $           211.65   $          2,836.15  

Cornerstone  $                     -     $          1,000.00  

Cumnock   $           208.33   $          2,499.96  

East Sanford   $              90.24   $          2,069.85  

Emmaus  $                     -     $       10,000.00  

Fall Creek  $                     -     $          2,100.00  

Fellowship   $                     -     $          2,200.00  

Flat Springs   $        1,175.00   $          4,700.00  

Filipino American   $                     -     $             300.00  

Goldston  $                     -     $          2,386.44  

Good News   $           300.00   $          3,300.00  

Gum Springs  $           625.00   $          2,500.00  

Hickory Grove  $                     -     $          4,531.55  

Hickory Mountain  $                     -     $             600.00  

Hunt Springs  $           100.00   $          1,200.00  

Iglesia Bautista Emaus  $                     -     $             630.90  

Jonesboro Heights  $                     -     $          9,345.20  

Joy   $                     -     $          3,500.00  

Juniper Springs  $                     -     $          5,000.00  

Loves Creek   $              83.33   $             999.96  

Mays Chapel  $                     -     $             840.00  

Moncure   $                     -     $          2,600.79  

Moons Chapel   $                     -     $          1,200.00  

Mount Olive  $           500.00   $          6,000.00  

New Life Bible Church  $              50.00   $             600.00  

New Salem  $                     -     $             700.00  

Oakley   $                     -     $          7,706.31  

Pittsboro Baptist   $           716.78   $       20,701.38  

Pleasant Hill   $                     -     $             600.00  

Rives Chapel  $                     -     $          1,000.00  

Roca Fuerte   $                     -     $                      -    

Rock Springs  $                     -     $                      -    

Rocky River   $           411.08   $          6,026.46  

Sandy Branch   $                     -     $          1,000.00  

Sanford, First   $                     -     $       12,500.00  

Shepherd's Baptist   $              65.74   $          1,386.16  

Siler City First   $           208.33   $          2,708.29  

Tramway   $           125.00   $          1,775.00  

Tyson Creek   $           100.00   $          1,733.34  

TOTAL CHURCH INCOME  $        7,325.23   $     160,402.99  

OTHER INCOME    $                     -     $                      -    

INTEREST INCOME  $              24.15   $             561.33  

TOTAL RECEIPTS  $        7,349.38   $     160,964.32  

Expenses This Month  $        9,133.21    

Expenses To Date  $      64,250.42    

Budget Requirements Per 
Month  $      11,690.00    

Budget Requirements To 
Date  $   140,280.00    

SCBA FUNDS 12.31.2024   

General Checking Account  $   227,022.61    

Designated Fund  $   115,120.72   Interest on CP  

Certificate of Participation (8 
Months)  $   213,932.79   $             920.14  

BUDGET 2024  $   140,280.00    

http://www.wmu.com
mailto:amartinsen@wmunc.org
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PASTORS SEND INFO 

To sandycreekassoc@gmail.com with you 
and your spouse’s birthday,  

anniversary, and the date you started at 
your church.  

  We have been busy working  over the past 
few weeks to pre pare for  the Open House 
of Hope’s Pathway Chatham. We have 
been slowly transforming the precious 
little space the Lord has blessed us with 
into a cozy, comforting, warm and inviting 
space for our future clients. We are so 
thankful for the testimony of Hope’s Path-
way Chatham and the Lord’s continued 
blessings on us. We are so excited to open 

our doors to clients on February 4. As we prepare for that day, please 
join us in prayer for the following: 

Future clients: Pray for strength and courage to reach out to us for 
support. 

Location: Pray for protection over our office. 

Wisdom: Pray for wisdom in the decision-making for our Board of 
Directors and Volunteer Staff. 

The ministry is currently in need of office furniture and office supplies. 
Please prayerfully consider donating one of the items listed in the wish 
lists below: 
(UPDATED)Amazon:https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/
owner-view/2FGPJNTBIW0WV?
ref_=gr_universal_landing_ggr  

Walmart: https://www.walmart.com/lists/wishlist/fc4d3550-
8815-4836-88bd-9d0d3506218d 

We would love to keep you updated on what God is doing at Hope's 
Pathway Chatham. If you have not already done so, please subscribe to 
our mailing list by clicking the link below:https://
hopespathway.us22.list-manage.com/subscribe?
u=e851f017cb36e4b37ad2cbecf&id=9e00391e75 

Thank you for your continued prayers for the ministry. Thank you to 
everyone who has donated needed supplies, assisted with painting, or 
donated financially to Hope’s Pathway Chatham. We greatly appreciate 
your support! 

April Harris, Executive Director 

 

 

        Colossians 3:12-14 

Therefore, as God’s chosen  
people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with  
compassion, kindness,  

humility, gentleness and  
patience. 

 
Bear with each other and 

forgive one another if any of you 
has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you. And over all these virtues put 

on love, which binds them all  
together in perfect unity.  

 
Birthdays for our Pastors and 

Wives 
 

Wesley Thomas- Hunt Springs/ Coolwater 
Cowboy  

Feb 4 
Kenny Black-Loves Creek  

Feb.6 
Annette Gibson- East Sanford  

Feb 6 
Jamey Allen- Gum Springs  

Feb 14 

First Baptist Church of Siler City is seek-
ing a part-time musician to lead the choir and 
play the organ and/or piano in the absence of 
our current music director who is out with an 

extended illness.   
Church services are Sundays at 11 AM and 

Choir Practice is on Tuesday evenings. 
 

Please contact the church office  
(919-742-4310) or Sherlynn Powell 

 (919-542-9647) for additional information. 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/owner-view/2FGPJNTBIW0WV?ref_=gr_universal_landing_ggr
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Rives Chapel Baptist Church 
is searching for a Full Time Pastor. 

Please send a Letter of Interest and Resume to: 
 

Rives Chapel Baptist Church 
4338 Rives Chapel Church Road 

Siler City, NC 27344 
riveschapelchurch@gmail.com 

 

 Prayers & Praises: Please pray for 
men and women who are not famil-
iar with our ministry to hear and 
seek help.  The center’s design is to 
place people in close proximity to 
God through the work of His minis-
try.  He will transform individuals 
with abundant life.  The center was 
part of 73 live births in 2024!   

 
Needs: Bilingual volunteers, cases of water 
Follow us on Facebook:   
https://www.facebook.com/reachoutcpc 
 
We celebrated LIFE in January.  Sanctity of Human Life Sun-
day, January 19, 2025.  The number of abortions in the US 
(2020) 930,160, Abortions per day 2,548, abortions per hour 
106.  1 Abortion every 34 seconds (information from All 
American Life League).  The center is grateful to all who are 
aware of these staggering statistics and join in the effort to 
support Reach Out Pregnancy Center by material or financial 
gifts to LIFE!.  Together, we can be an agent of light in the 
darkness of abortion.  You can help a mother and father 
keep her baby by giving material or financial gifts to LIFE! 
Prayerfully consider giving to Reach Out Pregnancy Center 
today!  
 
Online giving opportunities: 
 https://tinyurl.com/Meet-the-Need 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1KKK8XD90F5Y6?
ref_=wl_share 
https://reachoutcpc.networkforgood.com/projects/173913-
supporting-life 
 
“To them God chose to make known how great among 
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27 
NRSV 
 
In Ministry for LIFE, 
Denise Godley 
Executive Director 

The deadline for articles and / or event fliers to be 
turned in to the office, for THE LINK Newsletter is the 
15th of each month prior to the published month. 

Hickory Mountain Baptist Church is searching for 
someone to lead, organize and develop the musi-
cal aspects of worship in a traditional or blended 
style of worship music.  We are a small, rural 
church seeking revitalization in the Silk Hope com-
munity.  Please send resumes to:  
car2brazil@gmail.com 

Jubilee Associational Choir 
 

The choir will resume practice on February 20, 2025 at 
Cool Springs Baptist Church. The choir practices from 
10am – 11am on Thursday mornings. We welcome all 
adults to join us (you don’t have to be over 50 to sing). 
We sing Southern Gospel songs and hymns to seniors 
in churches as well as assisted living facilities in Lee 

and Chatham counties. Call Marilyn Tyndall at  
919-542-4014 if you have any questions. 

Please visit www.ncbaptist.org/acp to 
complete the Annual Church Profile.   
 
 January 30th is the deadline for the 

completion of the ACP online. 
 
 If you are requesting a paper copy and 

information entry by SCBA, please 
complete and return the form to the 
SCBA office by Jan. 10th.  

 
Please call the office at (919) 776-9423 or 
email sandycreekassoc@gmail.com if you 
have any questions.  
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Attention Churches: 
If your church has recently 

done mission work or an event, 
either local or out of town, 

please email us at  
sandycreekassoc@gmail.com 
with pictures, highlights, and 

prayer needs for that area. We 
would love to highlight the  

Missions work of the churches 
in our association.  

 *****April 2025 Hope for Appalachia ***** 
Urgent Need! 

Beginning in January, Emmaus Baptist Church began handing out Hope 
Bags to be filled for our upcoming trip in April to Kentucky.  There are 
1900 bags needing to be filled. A supply list is included in each bag and 
will consist of school supplies and hygiene items. Each child we meet will 
hear the Gospel and receive a bag.  The Sandy Creek Baptist Association of 
churches has been an important part in making this annual trip a success, 
and we want to say "Thank you!"  If your church is interested in helping 
again this year, reach out to Pastor Steve Moore 
(emmauspreach@emmausnc.net) or, 
Associate Pastor John Hill (emmausap@emmausnc.net), or call the church 
at 919-542-4974, and let us know how many bags your church would like 
to fill.  Thank you all again for your participation in this ministry. The Hope 
Bags will be due back in no later than Sunday, March 23rd.  

 

 

mailto:emmauspreach@emmausnc.net
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Everyone wants to make a difference and have an impact in the 
world, but how? As believers in Jesus Christ, God has given us the 
path forward to shine His light, reach others, and truly make a dif-
ference for Him. At the Matter It Matter Winter Conference, 
youth students and leaders will have the opportunity to dive into 
God’s Word and see how Christ has saved us and called us to live 
for Him, shining His light to impact others wherever we have the 
opportunity.  
 
This year’s conference will feature two worship sessions filled with 
awesome opportunities for worship and solid teaching from God’s 
Word. In between the worship sessions, youth girls, youth guys, and 
youth leaders will have opportunities to connect with one another 
through a breakout session that is designed to go deeper in conver-
sation and practical application.  
 
In addition, youth will have opportunities for fellowship with great 
food, fun activities... there will never be a dull moment, we prom-
ise! 
 
There will also be an opportunity for youth to hear from various 
mission leaders who are making a difference for Christ here and be-
yond in their respective fields. The Mission Impact Moment will 
open their eyes to the needs around them and provide opportunities  
for them to serve the Lord in days ahead.    
 
We don’t want you to miss out on this great opportunity for worship 
and growth. Please prayerfully consider bringing your youth group 
to the “Make It Matter” Winter Conference. We would be honored 
to have you come.  
 
Pastor Peter McDonald  
336-504-4887  







Events | Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina  
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