The Times in Which We Live...

Have you seen any wooly worms lately? Supposedly, if they are all black, or have no brown banding around their
middle, it means a colder winter. Whether or not that’s truth, we do need to be wise about reading the times in
which we live. Wisely observing and being aware of the times is a theme Jesus touched on at least a couple of
times. Jesus noted the ability to recognize the times in which we live is akin to our ability to observe the sky and
know what the weather is going to be, or what season is approaching by the leaves of a tree—hello Fall! (Matt. 16:1
-4, Matt. 24:32). Indeed, we need to be like “the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do” (1 Chron. 12:32a).

Recent events in America and across the world have reminded us of the times. Spend some moments at
www.opendoors. Org Of WWW. persecution.org, and you will quickly be reminded of the brokenness and darkness of
this world where “more than 380 million Christians worldwide suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination
for their faith.”' That is more than the p%pulatlon of the United States of America. Last year 4,476 Christians were
killed, mostly killed by Islamic radicals.

In America, we grieved the assassination of outspoken Christian, Charlie Kirk. This was a significant death that
comes on the heels of other ideologically motivated murders, and attempted assassinations, as well as a growing
number of hostile incidents against churches. The Fam113y Research Council counted well over 400 hostile acts in
each 2023, and 2024, an 1ncrease from only 50 in 2018.” Increasingly, governments in the west are violating Chris-
tians’ rehglous llbertles as well.* Violence has increased as American culture has shifted away from her Christian
and moral underpinnings.

What are we to do? In Matthew 10, Jesus is sending out His disciples to cast out demons, heal, and preach. Jesus
told them “Look, I’m sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as serpents and as inno-
cent as doves,” (Matt. 10:16a). Through the rest of Matthew 10, in summary, Jesus continued on warning His dis-
ciples of persecution, of family betrayal, of hatred from all because of Christ’s name, but told them to not be
afraid, but speak boldly, and fear God who cares for us. Jesus also said in verse 34 “Don’t assume that I came to
bring peace on the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” One that will divide even families. Jesus
Christ our Savior and God, beckons us to faithfully continue to proclaim Him, unashamedly lose ourselves to Him,
and take up our cross and follow Him. That’s the Answer - Keep going, now more than ever, no matter the cost;
The lost word needs Gospel light, and we have it to share!

Many during these times are looking for solid truth. Statistics show young men, in particular, are turning to
church. And many others are returning after recent events. They are looking for something solid to build life upon.
Jesus and His word are the solid rock (Mt. 7:24-29). So with Paul our mantra must become: “I decide to know
nothing except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2), and embrace the strength and humility embodied by
Christ crucified. We, the Church have the truth. We must live it and share it boldly!

Mark your Calendar and See info in this Link about: October is Pastor Appreciation Month!; Day of Prayer
for Associational Missions-Oct. 19 (see prayer guide); SCBA Fall Gathering- Oct. 27, 7pm, First Baptist Church,
Sanford (see flyer); CP Sunday — Oct 5 sbc.net/cp; NC Baptist Annual Meeting — Pastors’ Conference — Minister’s
Wives Conference — Nov. 9-11, Koury Convention Center, Greensboro, Annual Meeting | Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina

"2 https://www.opendoors. org/en US/persecution/countries/

Hostlhty Against Churches in The United States: Analyzing Incidents From 2024. https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF25HS5.pdf

“Free to Believe?: The Intensifying Intolerance Toward Christians in the West, 2024 Edition. https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF22F60.pdf
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CHURCHES June YTD
Impeilanl, Gclobey Dales: T 3 s .
. . Bear Creek $ -1$ -
Juniper Springs quen’s Qonferenpe: Sat, Oct 4, Bennett 5 s 7 000.00
8:30am-1:30pm, Juniper Springs Baptist Church* ===
Bethany $ 250.00 | $ 500.00
Reconstruct Conference :Tues, Oct 7, 9am-3pm Grace |Bonlee $ -9 =
Community Church, Marion, NC* Brookdale $ -9 2,740.00
Brush Creek $ 704.75 | $ 1,409.50
Pastor’s R_oundtablle:.Tues, _Oct 7,10:30am, The Sandy Sl e e CrE e $ s _
Creek Baptist Association Office CEIEDTT $ s 14.641.00
Tramway Baptist Harvest Sale and Auction: Sat,Oct 18, [CoolWater Cowboy $ 199.68 | § 1,555.19
11am-3pm, Tramway Baptist * Cornerstone $ -9 -
Cumnock $ 166.67 | $ 1,000.02
Dr. Gary Chapman Marriage Conference: Sat, Oct 18,  |East Sanford $ 176.10 | $ 1,079.13
9am-3:30pm, Pleasant Garden Baptist JE— $ s 5,000.00
Day/Week of Prayer for Assoc. Missions: Sun, Oct 19- [Zall Creek 5 -|$ =
26 (Theme: Pastoral Wellness, see prayer guide)* Fellowship $ -8 1,200.00
Flat Springs $ 1,175.00|% 2,350.00
Made for More Women'’s Conference: Sat, Oct 25, Filipino American $ -1% 300.00
10am-4pm, Joy Baptist Church * Goldston $  1,590.61 % 2,386.10
. . Good News $ 300.00 | $ 1,800.00
First Baptist Sanford Trunk or Treat: Sat, Oct 25 L 3 s 625.00
Hickory Mountain: Sat, Oct 25, 11am-2pm, Hickory Hickory Grove $ -1% -
Mountain Baptist* Hickory Mountain $ -$ o
Hunt Springs $ 100.00 | $ 600.00
Sandy Branch Fall Festival: Sat, Oct 25, 3pm-6pm, Iglesia Bautista Emaus $ 5451|$ 413.43
Sandy Branch Baptist* Jonesboro Heights $ -1$ 4,925.00
Bennet Baptist Fall Festival: Sat, Oct 25 ] 5 SIE OO 000
Juniper Springs $ -1$ 3,750.00
Rives Chapel Chili Cook Off and Silent Auction: Sun, [Loves Creek $ 83.33| $ 499.98
Oct 26, 12:30pm-2:30pm, Rives Chapel Baptist* Mays Chapel $ -$ o
L Moncure $ -1$ 1,240.88
gg:llgee;aaé[[festlval. Sun, Oct 26, 6pm-8pm, Moons Chapel $ s 1.200.00
Mount Olive $ 500.00 | $ 3,000.00
Fellowship Trunk or Treat: Sun, Oct 26, Fellowship Bapt [New Life Bible Church $ 50.00| $ 300.00
New Salem $ -1$ -
SCBA Fall Gathering: Mon, October 27, 7:00pm, Oakley $ -$ 2,276.19
(Registraltion opens at 6:30pm), at First Baptist Church Pittsboro Baptist $ 544.07 | $ 3,924.53
Sanford. Pleasant Hill $ -s 300.00
RED BOX Shampoo Due: Bring Oct 27 to the SCBA Fall [Rives Chapel $ -9 600.00
Gathering, or Nov. 6-8 to Fellowship Baptist Church. Roca Fuerte $ -1$ -
Times & important details in WMU article.* Rock Springs $ -9 =
Rocky River $ 615.03 | $ 3,461.85
Coats for the City Due: Bring Oct 27 to _SCPA Fall Sandy Branch $ s )
Gathering, or to Nov 10 NC Annual Meeting SanfordIEieE $ s 6.250.00
Mount Olive Trunk-or-Treat: Fri, Oct 31, 6:30- 7:30 pm, [ohepherd's Baptist $ 25.00/ $ 260.21
Mount Olive Bap“st Church Siler Clty First $ 416.66 $ 1,24998
Tramway $ -1$ 775.00
Ladies’ Bible Journaling Class: Sat, Nov 1, 9:30am- Tyson Creek $ 100.00 | $ 600.00
3pm, Pittsboro Baptist* TOTAL CHURCH INCOME $  7,926.41|$  80,962.99
Mount Olive Community Barbecue: Sat, Nov 1, GIILERFNGCEME $ b -
5-7:30 pm, Mount Olive Baptist Church Lo saey eolls $ 13.71/$ D
TOTAL RECEIPTS $ 7,940.12 | $ 81,074.05
NC Baptist Annual Meeting, Pastors’ Conference, and [Expenses This Month $ 11,863.96
Minister’s Wives Conference: November 9-11. Expenses To Date $ 59,157.17
ncbaptist.org/annual-meeting/. Budget Requirements Per Month $ 12,822.88
Mount Olive "Grace Alone " Fall Conference: Fri- EadysiRoquiemen el ate 5 76,037.28
Sat, November 14-15,Time TBD, Mount Olive Baptist SCBA FUNDS 6.30.25
General Checking Account $ 149,003.18
Emmaus Baptist Revival: Sun-Wed, Nov 16-19, 7pm Designated Fund $ 126,849.34
BUDGET 2025 $ 153,874.59
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SCBA WMU:

Fall has arrived bringing crisp, cool days, and its
exquisite color palette. The lower humidity levels are such
a relief from those muggy days when everything feels
damp if outside for any length of time. What an appropri-
ate setting for singing or reading the lyrics to For the
Beauty of the Earth (lyrics © Oxford University Press):

“For the beauty of the earth...of the skies;

for the love which ...over and around us lies. Gracious God,

to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise.”
Opportunities available this month include Prayer for Re-
vival Zoom Meeting (1st ) and ABOUND Leadership Train-
ing (4th) at Berea Baptist Church, Elizabeth City. The next
Zoom Leadership Meeting (22nd ) will feature guest
speaker Hannah Smith addressing the topic “Engaging
Younger Generations in the Mission of God.” For infor-
mation or to register for either of these events visit
www.wmunc.org. It’'s time to prepare for 2025 Baptist
Women’s World Day of Prayer on November 3rd . Infor-
mation and resources are available at
www.atlanticbaptistwomen.ca. These resources may be
used anytime to plan an event at your church if this date
doesn’t fit your schedule.
In 2024 WMU NC distributed a record 2,705 RED BOXes to
women in NC prisons. This included inmates from West-
ern NC prisons relocated after Hurricane Helene to one of
the prison’s that receives these gifts each year. These
small boxes are filled with hygiene items, Christmas tracts,
and other items as specified by prison officials. They are
collected by WMUs across the state. This year, the SCBA
will be collecting 300 plastic bottles of shampoo/NO con-
ditioner. Prisons will not accept shampoo combined with
conditioner. Bottles must be either 10-15 ounce sizes or
16-20 ounce sizes; be sure to check labels carefully. (VO5
Shampoo is available for $1.25 at Walmart.) You may
bring your shampoo to the Fall Gathering on October 27.
If unable to attend, you may bring shampoo to Fellowship
Baptist Church, 120 Fellowship Church Road, Siler City.
Drop off dates and times: Thursday November 6th and
Friday November 7th from 2:00-5:00 P.M. and Saturday
November 8th from 10 A.M. -2 P.M. Please call, text, or
email if there are questions. Shampoo may seem a small
thing in the light of eternity, but we are told in Matthew
10:27- 30 that our Father knows when a sparrow falls and
reminds us “the very hairs of your head are all num-
bered...you are of more value than many sparrows.” A gift
given in His name to meet a need is not a small thing.

Susan T. Ferguson, Director
, 919-548-0115.

Job Announcements:

Associate Pastor Position Open
Hillmon Grove Baptist Church is seeking a full-time
associate pastor to support the Senior Pastor in the
overall vision casting and leadership of the church’s
teaching. Primary duties include working with the Sen-
ior Pastor to ensure weekend services are planned and
executed, recruiting and effectively supervising
volunteers for adult small groups and adult ministries
within the church, providing guidance and oversight for
adult and small group teachers and leaders, providing
staff oversight for the pastors/directors responsible for
children and student ministries, and leading worship
service and providing message at least once per
quarter.

Salary commensurate with experience and education.

Please email resume with cover letter to:

or mail to
Search Committee, Hillmon Grove Baptist Church, 384
Hillmon Grove Road, Cameron, NC 28326.

Revival at Emmaus Baptist Church

Sun, November 16-
Wed, November 19
7pm each night
Evangelist Bill Britt with

Compel Ministries

COMPELE@UTREACH

Pastor and Wive’s
Anniversaries and

Birthdays

Church Anniversary:
Jason Whitehurst-Bennett

Birthday:
10/04 April Charland-Jonesboro

10/15 Sherry Walker-Tyson’s Creek
10/20 Jason Whitehurst-Bennett
10/20 Peter Mcdonald-Pittsboro
10/29 Jeff Fletcher-Brush Creek
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HOPES

PATHWAY

CHATHAM

“What is your number one need?”

This question is posed to each client at every visit. It helps us as
coaches to address what is most pressing for our clients
and to know how to pray for them. Answers have been: “Help find-
ing an OBGYN,” “Gas money to get to work,”
“Relationship issues,” “Finding a way to be ok with being preg-
nant” and many more. While asking this question is
valuable, we see their number one need in light of eternity. Our
volunteer staff are blessed to be able to offer tangible
help to our clients, thanks to our generous donors. Please pray with
us that each client will be open to hear about
Jesus-their *true* number one need.
-Leah Popoca (Spanish Ministry/Pregnancy Decision Coach)

A developing unborn baby at 18 weeks:
o The heart is already pumping around 100 pints of blood per day.
® Toenails are beginning to form.
e Some babies have a sleep schedule by this time and may be
awoken by loud noises.
o The digestive system has begun functioning.
e Eyes can move and the baby will react to light.
® Baby is covered in lanugo (hair similar to peach fuzz). This keeps
the baby warm and protected from the
amniotic fluid.
(Information via of Human Life International)
“Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb
is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a
mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that
hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be
ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.”
~Psalms 127: 3-5

Upcoming Events:
Hope’s Pathway Chatham will have an information table at the

upcoming 38th Annual Goldston Old Fashion Day

on Saturday, October 11 from 9am-4pm. If you plan to attend,
please stop by and say hello! Please also be in prayer

that we connect with someone who may be in need of our services.
We are continually grateful for your love and support of Hope’s
Pathway Chatham. As we continue to work to spread

the ministry throughout Chatham County, please reach out to us if
you are able to post flyers or yard signs in the

community.

We would love to keep you updated on what God is doing at
Hope’s Pathway Chatham. If you have not already done

so, please subscribe to our mailing list by clicking the link below:
https://hopespathway.us22.list-manage.com/subscribe?
u=e851f017cb36e4b37ad2cbect&id=9¢00391¢e75

Donation Opportunities:

Walmart.com Gift List
“HPC's Wishlist”

Amazon Gift List
“Hope's Pathway Chatham”

Tithe.ly:
https://give.tithe.ly/?formld=a8{f5301-2{b0-4c5f-a439-
abb61b923b08

With Gratitude, Apruild Hovvua, Executinve Rinecton

Jubilee Associational Choir

The choir practices from 10am — 11am on Thursday
mornings at Cool Springs Baptist Church. We welcome
all adults to join us (you don’t have to be over 50 to
sing). We sing Southern Gospel songs and hymns to
seniors in churches as well as assisted living facilities
in Lee and Chatham counties. Call Marilyn Tyndall at
919-542-4014 if you have any questions.

Would you be willing to place a sign in your
church yard or place of business, helping get the
word out in the community about Chatham
County’s only Pregnancy Help Center, Hope’s
Pathway Chatham? If so, please contact them
today and they will get a sign for you.
Thank you!

Pregnant?
Need Help?

HOPE'S PATHWAY CHATHAM

107 E. 2nd Street %ﬁ‘
0
Sotds

Siler City, NC
- 919-799-71113 &

Se habla espanol

Brookdale Baptist Church

Bluegrass Jam

Brookdale Baptist Church will hold a monthly
bluegrass jam on the FIRST and THIRD Tues-
day of every month at 7pm in Brookdale's fel-
lowship hall. Bring your instrument!
Come pick and grin!

PASTORS SEND INFO
To sandycreekassoc@gmail.com with you and
your spouse’s birthday, anniversary, and the
date you started at your church. We would love
to send you encouragement on those days.
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Happy

Fall
Y’all!

This year was our first time participating in Lee
County Regional Fair, and we are so grateful for
how God used it to bless our ministry. Through Spirit
-led conversations, powerful testimonies, and new
friendships with people just discovering the
Pregnancy Center, we witnessed His hand at work
in every interaction. We are already looking forward
to returning next year, trusting God will continue to
open doors and hearts. Many thanks for the
outpouring of prayers and support for this ministry
God has called all of us to serve in various ways- all
for His glory!
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So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith ~Galatians 6:10 ESV

Our current practical needs for our parents who are

about to welcome their baby is:

« Diaper cream

« Girl 3-6 month onesies, sleeper and winter
clothing

« Desperately needed is girl 9-12 month and 9-18
month onesies, sleepers and winter clothing too

Go to DONATE | Reach Out Pregnancy for more ways
to give and Wish lists.

Denise Godley,
Executive Director

Coats For The
City

Collect new or gently used heavy winter coats
for those in need in New York City!

Bring to the SCBA Fall Meeting on Oct. 27,
or to the NC Baptist Annual Meeting, Nov.
10, 2025 (The last date for coats to be
submitted.)
https://ncbaptist.org/ministries/coats-for-the-

city/

Free Pulpit & Puppets Available

-Moncure Baptist Church has a Free Solid Oak
Pulpit available in excellent condition. Light tan.
-Free collection of high-quality hand puppets for

a puppet ministry.
Text 919-770-1263, if interested.

\Q; Dr. Qﬁ]l'_\'(ﬂlaplllan

YQL 'VE ALWAYS
fanted

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025 BAPTISTSONMISSION.ORG/FAMILYFOUNDATIONS @

Join Dr Gary Chapman at Pleasant Garden
Baptist Church in Pleasant Garden, North Caroli-
na. Family Foundations Ministry of Baptists
on Mission is sponsoring “The Marriage
You’ve Always Wanted Conference” with Dr.
Gary Chapman.

-Cost is $40 per couple and includes all confer-
ence materials and boxed lunch.

-Saturday, October 18, 9am-3:30pm

Join other couples from our Association in
strengthening and encouraging our marriages!
Go to Baptists on Mission - Details to register!
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ANNUAL CHURCH PROFILE INFO

N.C. Baptists Annual Survey

When to Fill out your Church’s ACP

The 2025 ACP form launches January 1,
2026 at ncbaptist.org/acp!

Over the past few years, the Baptist State Conven-
tion of NC has been transitioning to a fully digi-
tal ACP and calendar year timeline — making it
quicker, easier, and more efficient for churches to
complete. (Contact the Association office if you
need a paper form.)

And don't forget—the 2024 ACP form is still
open until December 31, 2025 at
ncbaptist.org/acp. So, there’s still time to submit
2024 reports.

As a reminder, the 2024 ACP covers data from the
2024 calendar year. The 2025 ACP will cover the
data from the 2025 calendar year. However, if a
church wants to use a fiscal calendar (Sept.
- Aug. or otherwise) they can still report
that 12 months of data in January.

Recap: You will submit your 2025 data on the
2025 ACP and that digital form will be launching
on January 1, 2026.

Reasons to Submit your Church’s ACP

Thank you to our churches that fill out online, or
mail in their church profile. Still, some may ask,
“But WHY do we need to do that?”

= Key statistics on the statistical survey are used
for calculating the number of messengers your
church may have at the Annual Session of the
BSC of NC. This impacts your voting impact! if a
church does not fill out their ACP profile, then it
defaults to only two messengers if they gave to
the Cooperative Program. To get more than two
messengers (the max is ten messengers) the
church has to submit an ACP. There is no way
to calculate the correct number of messengers
without the ACP data.

= Lay persons looking for a church sometimes call
the BSC of NC or the association for information
about a church to see if they are interested in
attending that church — also many will go on
the Website for that information. If it is not
there, you may have just lost a potential Soul
for Christ.

= Historical information can get lost - if the pro-
files are entered, there is another place for the
storage of history.

= Pastors looking for a new place of ministry will
frequently look at the church’s statistics to help
gather information about a church; also,
churches looking at a Pastor can check that
Pastor’s church statistics.

= Leadership data is used for mailings of interest
— such as Discipleship, Disaster Relief, Sunday
School, VBS etc.

= Data is used to see what is working and what is
not working for Baptist Churches.

= Record of the number of Baptisms on the State
level and National level as well as the Associa-
tional level.

= Statistics give us a platform for celebrating the
work in God’s Kingdom (example: baptisms, dis-
cipleship, and mission involvement).

= Church websites listed on the profile are linked
within the BSC of NC church locator tool to help
people find a church; this may be your church!

= Contact information at the congregation and
leadership level helps us partner together in dis-
aster events like Hurricane Helene. Many lives
will be blessed in these ministry opportunities.

= It is the instrument by which BSCNC gather sta-
tistical data that helps inform and shape the re-
sources they offer to 4,000 NC Baptist Church-
es. They also gather contact information for all
the volunteer leadership in your church, so they
can inform them of upcoming training events in
their special areas of interest.

Please go to Annual Church Profile | Baptist State
Convention of North Carolina for more info, and
were clerks can request a training video.

Local Volunteers Needed in Siler City

Are you interested in volunteering at Ebenezer’s Attic in Siler

City located at 218 E 11th St, Siler City, NC 27344 next to
Bestfood & Hayley Bales Restaurant? This thrift store helps [
fund the local Ebenezer Children's Home, Grace Haven. They
need volunteers right now to sort through donations on Mon- (B
day, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday 9am-5pm or also Saturday § £
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9am-2pm. Gather your friends, church, or women’s group and ¥
spend some time here! Call (919) 663-2770 to set up a time to volunteer.
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Vision Trip To Armenia.

Paul Langston, the missions mobilization consultant with N.C. Baptists on Mission will be leading a Vision Team to Arme-
nia. The goal will be to visit a variety of churches that teams can work with in 2026, encourage church planters and pastors,
visit some sites in eastern Armenia that may be future church plants and/or building projects, and worship with some of the

church families.

Future Plans for Armenia:

In 2026, NC Baptists on Mission will send teams to work with churches all across the country. There will be the opportuni-
ty to do construction, conferences, teach at the seminary, lead VBS or sports camps, work with people from "the South,"
and more. One of the construction projects is to renovate and repair their oldest church in Armavir, and may also help com-
plete the interior of a church in southern Armenia.

There is always a need for support for church planters. Baptists on Mission assists planters and pastors with a $200 per
month supplement that allows them to be a bit less "bivocational."

When donors desire, they can send as much as $400 per month.

If you would like to donate to assist with a construction project please send it to Baptists
on Mission with the memo: “Armenia construction,” or at baptistsonmission.org/Give/
Armenia-Partnership

Interested in the Vision Tour? See Baptists on Mission - Details . Register under Team
Name: Vision 2025 (https://baptistsonmission.org/bom/armenia/armenia-ar25-11/7304) EN I]A

A Mission Field in Your Own Backyard!

e L O UNDATIS:N

Laborers Are Few!

‘ Invite us to share during your worship service!
Options include sharing the message, a ministry
moment with updates on our work, & a display
table with resources.

Mid-week ministry presentations: adaptable for
all ages, these programs share our work &

encourage participants to engage with missions

& ministry every day. (Think evening programs,

Is the Lord calling you to mission work? Missions Groups, WU, youth groups, etc.)

The children in the care of Ebenezer Christian Children's Home needs

you! Special offerings: You can choose to support

residents in need, folks who need help with
prescription costs, or contribute to our efforts
toward the first Couple's Memory Care.

Become a stable, dependable, caring and loving adult in the life of a
child that has been displaced from their home due to neglect,
abandonment, or abuse.

BINGO! We'll bring the supplies & prizes, you bring
the people. We'll share about our ministry before
To find out more about Ebenezer Christian Children’s Home and the the games begin. This is a great way to fellowship
opportunity to serve in this ministry call our office at 336-667-5683, & support local missions at the same time!
visit our website at www.ebenezerfamily.org, or email Rodney
Graham at rodney@egcch.org

Ebenezer Christian Children’s Home needs mission minded Christians
to fill the roles of house parent and social worker.

Ny Call: Stephanie - 919.413.4614
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Now we ask you, brothers and
sisters, to acknowledge those who
work hard among you, who care for

| you in the Lord and who admonish
you. Hold them in the highest
8 regardinlove because of their

| work. Live in peace with each other.
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13
We thank God for each Pastor, this month especially! The work you do for your family, church, communi-
ty, and ultimately God is eternal and priceless work We pray this month, and every month, that you feel
love and support from your Church, and the Sandy Creek Baptist Association. We know what a great priv-

ilege it is to serve in the Lord's work, and also the great cost. Thank you for your selfless sacrifice to make
the gospel go forth and discipling your congregations in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastors we encourage you to be intentional about your you and your family's wellness. Vance Havner
once said, “If you don't come apart, you will come apart!” Havner was commenting on Mark 6:30-31,
where after a busy season of ministry Jesus said to His disciples “Come away by yourselves to a desolate
place and rest a while.” Jesus knew that His disciples could not sustain a never-ending schedule without
times of rest, so Jesus told them to take a break. Pastoral wellness doesn’t happen by accident! Be inten-
tional in talking vacations, retreats, a weekly day off that you really keep, keep your daily routine of meet-

ing with the Lord in prayer and Scripture, take dates with your wife, spend time with your kids, etc.

Also, check out https://ncbaptist.org/ministries/pastoral/. Here you'll find many helps to Pastors. Especial-
ly the see the links under the word “Pastoral...” From there you can find retreat centers. counseling sup-
port, and more. Your Associational Missionary can help fill the pulpit or find supply preachers to help you
have time to get away. Deacons and churches, we urge you to please take care of your Pastors, and espe-

cially so if their role is bi-vocational. Reach out to the Association to let us know how we can help.

May God richly bless you Pastors (and other Church Ministers and Staff') We apprec:ate You All!

e~

Annual Fall Festival
Sandy Branch Baptist Church,
Saturday, Oct 25.

Turkey Shoot and Games - 3 pm. {

Hotdog Supper - 5 pm.
Trunk-or-treat - 6 pm.

Sandy Branch is located at:
715 Sandy Branch Church Rd.,
Bear Creek, North Carolina.
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snrunmncros ‘

' Home- Cooked B rbeﬂre or Ch

.‘“

> AUCtlon 3:00 pm «
Bake & Craft Sale - BBQ by the Pound

Bring your best soup or chilli
! \
Live Auction 2:30 PM
Saturday, October 25:
Fellowship

IV ES CHAPI
Please join us for a fun day o
Everyone votes for their favorite
Kids Outdoor Activities 1230 PM
Immediately fsllowing church sewice  gjlent Auction 12-2:30 PM
First Baptist Sanford
Moon’s Chapel

R
\#
entertainment, food, and fe\\owsm P
Winner gets a prize!
Soups and Desserts 1:00 PM
Proceeds from auction benefit Lottie Moon Missions
Bennett Baptist
Friday, October 31:

BAPTIST CHU
Soup and Chilli Cook-off
octoner 2Bth Cake Walk (all ages) 2:00 PM
Trunk or Treat/ Fall Festivals
Sunday, October 26:
Mount Olive Baptist

g 7=
HICKORY MOUNTAIN=}
BAPTIST CHURCH'S

full fegtioal

October 25", o
2025
1NAM-2PM

- &w%@mwﬁw

By

s for a fun-filled aftes

P

8:00am-2:30pm
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’; :ﬁ%f’%@ﬁbj &% .
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https://ncbaptist.org/ministries/pastoral/

2025

Operation Christmas
Child Drop-off Location

Monday 11/17 1ipm-3pm
Tuesday 11/18 1-3pm and 4-6pm
Wednesday 11/19 1pm-3pm
Thursday 11/20 2-4pm and 5-7pm

Friday 11/21 1-3pm
Saturday 11/22 2pm-4pm Loves Crook paptist

1745 E. 11th Street

S'“May 11 /23 21.“1.4'““ Siler City, NC 27344

§919-742-4821

Monday 11/24 Sam-10am lovesereekbe@gmail.com
IF YOU PREFER TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 919-548-2500

Reach Out Pregnancy Center Prayer Guide

« Pray that God opens a door
for ROPC to get into Lee Co
highschools.

« Pray for peace, love a e Prepping for Child birth
of God's wonderful be held this week. Plea:
characteristics ta. pray for a great outcome.
continuosly abide here at
our center for our clients ~ » Prayfor financial blessings
through staff and / ro;Zn single mothers.
volunteers. \

o Pray for the parents of teen
’ A\ pregnancies.

* Pray for the finances of the

- ‘ ministry that God would o Praise the Lord for all he
. (per sewe su“_ ha'}nygeat plans for provide faithful and has done this month!
* Praise God for this life 1 nter. Pleaﬁpvay for ot B 4 .

affriming ministry. _ these projects! f:e ministry for

o j } -
g come.




Upcoming Events for Women

10 ANNUAL RETREAT DATE:
LADIES
October 4, 2025

8:30am-1:30pm

Retreat

Light Breakfast during )
Registration
BIBLE JOURNALING
WORKSHOP
Pre-Registsrza;fgg Required I\E?;{)/%Gﬁ%%ﬁlot R';(L)';g

A FULL DAY OF HAND LETTERING, BIBLE
JOURNALING, LUNCH, GIVEAWAYS AND FUN!

)50 AM-500 PM
$40 PER PERSON

All needed materials and lunch included

_ REGISTER AT
WWW JOURNALINGDISCIPLES.COM

Deadline Registrationis
September 30, 2025

Please mail completed

registrationforms to:
Feofuring Registration Deadline October 22, 2025
. J Sherry Thomas Pittsboro Baptist Church
Phylhs El\"ngton 109 Fiddler Drive 121 W Salisbury St, Pittsboro, NC 27312
Back by Popular Demand Broadway, NC27505
October 4, 2025 (919) 770-2027 @ m
Juniper Springs Baptist Church

Nursery Not Provided

Made For More
-Cost is $25 which includes lunch
Tickets can be purchased at Cup of Joe is Good for the
Soul at 54 Still Waters Drive, Siler City, or may be
purchased online at:

Made For More Summit Tickets, Sat, Oct 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM
Eventbrite

- NC Baptist Ministers’ Wives
Annual Meeting

THE LORD 15
MY SHEPHERD

W WAk A

*TICKETS $25 BEFORE 10/25 &
$30 DAY OF EVENT*

J

Monday November 10, 2025 % Eg

s

8:30am- 11:45am IS },\ *DATE & TIME*
Koury Convention Center \ 9525
10AM TO 4PM
S ROBYN 2 ] AT
Join us and our panel of seasoned and younger DYKSTRA LUNCH EROVIDED PHILIPS
ministers’ wives as they share their thoughts on
how to deal with the highs and lows of ministry.
Our annual meeting is a little bit of business and s
awhole lot of Jesus.. « el OB ATION:
| S JOY BAPTIST CHURCH
HOLLY 61 BOWERS STORE RD

RICKMAN

SILER CITY, NC 2

7344



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHAki0bBBlF25F8FiAo0KX3wZC8J5fgFQvvMwbnYcwJ9bYUQ/viewform
https://www.journalingdisciples.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/made-for-more-summit-tickets-1590712185969?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/made-for-more-summit-tickets-1590712185969?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Nominations for Officers and Team Leaders

Fall Gathering 2025

Moderator (2028)

(2026)

Team Leaders

Church Strengthening Team
Team Member (2026-28)
(2025-27)

Team Member _Peter McDonald  (2024-26)

Team Member _ Travis Bodine

Church Leadership Development Team
Team Member

Team Member _David Gercken
Team Member _Sam Roach

(2025-27)
(2025-27)
(2024-26)

Vice Moderator

Assist. Treasurer

(2026)

(2026)

Church Missions Team

Team Member (2026-28)

Team Member _Alice Gilchrist  {2025-27)

Team Member Stephanie Bridges (2024-26)

Members at Large

At Large Member (2026)

At Large Member (2028)

At Large Member (2028)

*This information is provided so that you can see the openings available.
Flease make your nominations at www.sandycreekba.com

CHIEDRENS
DAYM

Make
Nominations for

these SCBA
positions ASAP
at:

www.sandy
creekba.com

Scroll down the
home page.

CHIEDRENS
DAYM



http://www.sandycreekba.com
http://www.sandycreekba.com
mailto:dikidsnc@ncbaptist.org
https://baptistsonmission.org/bom/children-missions-education/2025-kid's-missions-day-asheboro/7305

ssT, 1756

Sandy Creek Baptist Association
267“1

- FALTL 1
__ GATHERING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 7:00 PM ~—
(REGISTRATION OPENS 6:30 PM)

;,::%7
E at First Baptist Church, Sanford N

> 202 Summit Drive
Sanford, NC 27330

EVENT DETAILS ¥
Light refreshments will be available in the Fellowship Hall 3

during registration. :\«. \\
The Fall Gathering is being held at First Baptist Church,
Sanford at 7:00 pm, Monday, October 27, 2025.
Registration will begin at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship lobby.

X sandycreekba.com | Please look for your messenger cards in the

mail, and distribute.

\‘\ . facebook.com/sandycreekbaptistassociation
Y
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OUR STORY:

A Vision, A Calling,

A Journey

Changing Destinies Ministry (CDM) began in 2012 with a God-
given vision and a calling to raise awareness about human
trafficking within our local community. What started as a simple
but powerful conviction to shine light in dark places and restore
the dignity of exploited women has grown into a Christ-
centered residential program and a statewide outreach effort.

Our journey has been shaped by prayer, community support,
and grounded in unwavering faith in God's redemptive plan as
we walk alongside survivors on their path to healing and

freedom.

Who We Serve

CDM serves adult women survivors of sex trafficking and

commercial sexual explottaton. Many come from cycles of

abuse, addiction, incarceration, and homelessnes:
with law enforcement, advocacy groups, churches, and direct

referrals 10 offer these ¢ ourageous women a new Lu;:,_] nning

History of Changing Destinies Ministry

Calling 10

Be Part of the Story

God is changing lives and you can be part of it. Whether

through prayer, partnershep, volunteenng, or iinancial support,

your mvolvement makes freedom possible

© www.ChangingDestiniesMinistry.org

We partner

How We Serve: Rachel's Refuge

At Rachel's Relfuge, our 13-acre residential home,

we provide

e Safe, Faith-Filled Housing: A private, nurturing home

where women feel secure and seen

e Comprehensive Case Management: Each resident
receives p grsonalized care plans taillored 10 thew !.o;,\l\"g

journey

¢ Licensed Trauma Counseling & Life Coaching:
Emotional, spintual, and practical tools for lasting

transformation

e Christ-Centered Discipleship & Mentorship: Restoring

identity and dignity through God's Word
e Life Skills & Vocational Readiness: GED support, job

placement, financial literacy, and confidence-bullding

programs

© info@changingdestiniesministry.org

Financial information about this organtuoonanda copy of 'n'.s.l‘jceﬁsé are available from the State Solicitation Lbcensng Branch at 919-814-5400.
The license is not an endorsement by the State.
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